The Russian Mobilization
Russia Decides on General Mobilization
Nevertheless the Russian military leaders, more and more
obsessed by a sense of their responsibility and more
and more convinced that Germany was acting in close
concert with her ally and preparing herself to open
hostilities, continued to emphasize the great confusion
which would result if general mobilization should be
required while partial mobilization was in progress. It
remained to obtain the assent of the Czar, who had a
horror of war; and on the morning of July 30th he
refused even to discuss the matter with the Chief of Staff
and the Minister for War. Sazonov managed to secure
an audience in the course of the afternoon. He put two
arguments before his Sovereign: first, the technical argu-
ment of the military experts; and secondly, a political
argument, namely that France might be painfully sur-
prised by the conduct of an ally who showed herself
indifferent to the German menace and confined her action
to the taking of defensive measures against Austria.
After a dramatic conversation lasting an hour, Sazonov
obtained the Czar's authority to order general mobili-
zation. It was then about four o'clock, and the order
was carried into effect in the course of the evening. In
St. Petersburg the red proclamation bearing the Imperial
ukase was posted up on the walls at dawn on the morning
of July 3ist.(i9)
The Real Import of the Russian Mobilization
The Czar has often been blamed for his decision, and
it has been said that war was bound to be its sequel.
But this judgment is clearly contradicted by the opinion
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